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On StandardNET:

JENNIFER RUBIN: The 
Washington Post political 
blogger writes that there is 
a growing recognition that 
almost nothing President 
Obama says can be taken at 
face value.

***
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National Commentary
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Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu

It seems that Utah is now sucked 
into a legal battle with the feds 
that it likely won’t win. A recent 
Utah law that restricts Forest 

Service and Bureau of Land Manage-
ment personnel from exercising law 
enforcement duties on federal lands 
has prompted the Justice Department 
to sue our state.

A judge has blocked the law pend-
ing further judicial review. Our state 
legislators are best advised to repeal 
House Bill 155, the brainchild of state 
Rep. Mike Noel, R-Kanab. Under that 
law, it would be a Class B misdemean-
or for federal employees who are not 
certified law enforcement officers to 
enforce Utah laws. The punishment 
includes a $1,000 fine and jail time for 
six months.

As the feds have noted in the 
lawsuit, it’s the responsibility of the 
federal government to make and 

enforce laws on federal lands. These 
federal personnel have been provided 
the power to enforce law on federally 
controlled lands, and an activist law — 
created by elements within the state 
Legislature — simply, in our opinion, 
won’t supersede that. That may not 
make a lot of people in Utah happy, but 
given federal law, it’s the appropriate 
end result of what occurred this past 
legislative session.

HB155 is another salvo in a long-
running battle between Utah and the 
federal government over control of 
roads, trails and paths in the state. It 
won’t be the last time badly crafted, 
ill-advised challenges to the feds are 
hatched in the Utah Legislature.

But it is an expensive habit of our 
lawmakers, and a shame that money 
that could be better spent elsewhere 
may be wasted defending HB155. The 
feds have policing power.

Feds have policing power

In a few weeks, all registered voters in 
Weber County will receive a ballot in 
the mail for the library bond election. 

If the bond is approved, the Main Library 
will undergo a significant and much-needed 
renovation. A new branch library will be 
built in Roy. The North Branch will be 
expanded, and the Ogden Valley Branch 
will receive additional parking so that it 
may better function as a community center.

Last year, citizens made more than 1.3 
million visits to Weber County’s libraries. 
A 2013 survey by Dan Jones & Associates 
found that 75 percent of 
the residents of Weber 
County had used the 
library in the last year, 
and 66 percent indicated 
that they visited a Weber 
County Library at least 
once a month.

The data paint a 
compelling picture of the 
role that libraries play for 
Weber County residents.

Yet, while the numbers 
illustrate the importance 
of libraries, you will 
also find that popular 
entertainment provides 
a compelling and amusing case for the role 
that libraries play in our lives.

Consider the British television drama 
Downton Abbey. The series uses several 
recurring theatrical sets. Among these 
are the downstairs kitchen, the upstairs 
dining room and Lord Grantham’s library. 
A number of important scenes take place 
in the impressive library, notable for its 
huge, Persian rug; hand-carved ceiling; tall, 
wooden bookcases with corniced tops; and 
thousands of neatly-arranged, leather bound 
books. The mansion’s library symbolizes the 
fact that at one time books, and the pathway 
to knowledge, were something for the 
upper-class, who kept their books in private 
homes and didn’t share with the working 
class. This was the situation in the United 
States as well as Britain.

Shortly before the Revolutionary War, 
the majority of Americans didn’t have 
access to books. Only the rich and the 
clergy were able to lay their hands on more 
than a handful of books. To address this 
situation, Benjamin Franklin proposed a 
subscription library that would pool funds 
to acquire books for all members to access. 
Thus, the Library Company of Philadelphia 
was started in 1731.

A century and a half later, libraries 
had become deeply ingrained in our 
communities. An example of the centrality 
of libraries in early 20th century America 
is found in the popular musical The Music 
Man. 

Set in 1912 River City, Iowa, the plot 
of the musical involves Harold Hill, who 
comes to town and presents himself as 
the organizer and leader of youth bands. 
Hill is actually a con man who schemes to 
sell musical instruments to unsuspecting 
parents, then skip town before the band 
ever performs. His scam is going well 
until the town librarian, Marian, does some 
background research and finds that Hill is 
not what he claims to be. Marian saved the 

day, and along the way she converts the con 
man.

Marian, the librarian, had a healthy 
dose of skepticism when she came across 
information, and she looked into the 
credibility of the information she came 
across. Similarly, one of the primary 
functions of modern librarians is protecting 
patrons from information charlatans. In a 
world where anyone with a computer can 
write a Web page, the quality of documents 
varies widely. Libraries and librarians 
serve as an important resource for wading 

through a vast sea 
of information and 
determining what is 
valid and what is bogus.

Finally, the 1980s 
movie The Breakfast 
Club may provide one 
of the most compelling 
rationales for libraries 
in the 21st century. In 
the film, five teenagers 
from different cliques 
and social classes are 
assigned to Saturday 
morning detention in 
the high school library. 
Forced to spend time 

together, class barriers dissolve, and the 
teenagers discover that they are more alike 
than different.

Today, neighborhoods are stratified. 
School districts and church congregations 
tend to attract people of similar income 
levels. The Internet allows people to 
converse with those of identical beliefs, 
regardless of how confused and wrong-
headed those beliefs happen to be. 

The public library is one of the few 
places where different social classes 
gather. The homeless person may be found 
working on a computer terminal next to 
the homemaker. The sixth-grader may 
be seeking the same book as the retiree. 
Libraries are uniquely suited to facilitate 
interactions and discussions among 
different people, and these discussions are 
critical for maintaining civically engaged 
society. 

The examples from popular 
entertainment illustrate the importance 
of libraries to communities, and Northern 
Utah’s libraries provide a myriad of 
services to our community. The main Weber 
County Library offers classes ranging from 
English as a Second Language classes, to 
genealogy to computer and Internet usage. 
The Pleasant Valley Branch library hosts a 
film series that features fine movies, some 
of which never found their way to the local 
multiplex. Most importantly, every Weber 
County library has quiet spaces for reading 
and contemplation.

The fate of Weber County’s libraries will 
be determined by a mail-in ballot that is 
due on June 25. Enhancing Weber County’s 
libraries will cost most residents two or 
three dollars a month. This seems like a 
small price to pay. Malcolm Forbes once 
observed, “The richest person in the world, 
in fact, all the riches in the world couldn’t 
provide you with anything like the endless, 
incredible loot available at your local 
library.”

All the riches in the world Editor,
I am the wife of Jeremy 

Flygare, one of the teachers 
featured on your front 
page (May 3, “Teacher 
arrests in Top of Utah raise 
questions”). I am writing 
because I am disappointed 
in the lack of empathy 
and compassion running 
such stories shows. Of 
course, when such things 
are breaking news, stories 
should be published.  

However, for a broken 
family trying to get our life 
back together, we face a 
huge setback every time a 
piece like this is published. 
I am a personal friend 
of the families of others 
mentioned in the article, and 
I am sure they would second 
my opinion.  

My husband is a good 
man, trying to make amends 
for the huge mistake he 
made, yet I am disheartened 
at the way a general 
public that tends to preach 
forgiveness and redemption 
so often fails to actually 
practice that. This article 
only reflects that.

I am wondering if the 
Standard realizes the way 

stories that dredge up 
old crimes re-victimize 
people, especially in 
instances like ours when 
there really is nothing 
new to report. Not only 
am I affected by the story, 
but my three completely 
innocent children feel the 
repercussions. My in-laws 
and my own extended 
family also suffer. And of 
course, my husband feels 
the ill effects.   

Not only are we all 
affected, but I feel it 
necessary to point out 
that rehashing previously 
concluded news stories 
like this also affects the 
victims of said crimes. 
How would you feel, if you 
were a victim of a crime 
— years past now — trying 
to remake your life, and 
yet unnecessary reminders 
like this article continued 
to arise? This is a point 
that needs to be raised. I 
am disappointed in the lack 
of respect the media often 
shows for both the direct 
and indirect victims of 
crimes.

Emily Flygare
Farmington

Paper reopens wounds with printing old crime stories

Editor,
On Tuesday, April 30, 

a man was killed in West 
Haven when he fell off 
a roof and was killed. 
While using fall protection 
equipment, he broke a 
cardinal rule and removed 
it, as the newspaper 
reported, “briefly” to get 
some materials. 

In that one unsafe act a 
life was taken, and a family, 
community, and work team 
was forever impacted, and 
it didn’t need to happen.

Human unsafe behavior 
is one of the major causes 
of workplace injuries, 
incidents, and deaths. 
I know from personal 
experience in the health 
and safety field, that unsafe 
behavior has the power 
to forever impact lives, 
families, communities, and 
co-workers. 

Ironically, unsafe 
behavior can be changed, 
although it’s difficult 
because as humans we 
resist change.

A workplace can have 
all the OSHA compliance 
standards in place; all the 
state of Utah standards in 
place; all the tools in place 

such as safety observations, 
safe plans of action, tool 
box talks, safety meetings, 
personal protective 
equipment, fall protection, 
machine guarding, lockout/
tagout, and so on. 

But when employees 
willfully choose to violate 
a rule, or don’t think about 
the consequences of their 
unsafe acts at work, then 
all the measures we have 
in place aren’t much good 
to those who will not 
follow and understand 
the measure of protection 
provided.

We cannot excuse away 
unsafe behavior and blame 
it on what else we think the 
root cause is. 

We need to identify 
the unsafe behavior, label 
it, and work a lifetime to 
prevent it, so that fewer 
workers will be injured 
or killed at work. It is 
possible to work and live 
injury free, and it only 
takes a “brief” moment of 
unsafe behavior to take 
life or limb, just as it takes 
a “brief” moment of safe 
behavior to prevent it.

Adam Wolfe
Ogden

Moment of unsafe behavior may result in tragedy

Editor,
As president of the Weber 

County League of Women 
Voters, I want to encourage 
all citizens to participate in 
the all-mail special election 
on June 25. There are two 
issues being voted. 

The Weber County 
Library board is seeking 
a $4.5 million bond to 
improve the library system 
throughout Weber County. A 
new southwest branch will 
be built on donated land in 
Roy. This branch will house 
the libraries’ administrative 
and support services. Other 
locations will be remodeled 
to support increased use. 
This does not involve raising 
taxes.  

The other issue to be on 
the ballot is that of raising 
taxes to facilitate operating 
the swimming pools at the 
high schools in Ogden School 
District. 

The Weber commission 
felt strongly that it wanted 
input from a large portion 
of the population, therefore, 
they initiated the mail-in 
format.   

Voters need to make sure 
they are registered to vote 
and that their address listed 
is correct. Registration and/
or revisions can be done by 
mail if postmarked 30 days 
prior to the election or in 
person 15 days before.   

Ballots will be mailed 
to all registered voters’ 
homes. We encourage all 
citizens to make sure they 
are registered correctly and 
participate in this vote.  

What a great way to have 
your voice heard!

Terri McCulloch
President

Weber County League  
of Women Voters

Ogden

Mail-in ballots to decide 
library, pool issues 


